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Pro-democracy Activists Camp-In in Governor Wolf’s Office, Demand 
He Call Legislators Back Into Session, Pass Clean Redistricting 

Reform  
 

HARRISBURG, PA—Pennsylvania legislators began their summer vacation early on Monday, without 
passing the redistricting reform that thousands of grassroots organizers from across Pennsylvania have 
been advocating for for the past several years.  
 
MarchOnHarrisburg has been advocating for redistricting reform through the bipartisan legislation SB 22 / 
HB 722 since January 2017. In that time, they have met with 250 out of the 253 legislators to discuss the 
solution to end gerrymandering. SB 22 / HB 722 would have created an independent redistricting citizen 
commission that would take the power to draw maps out of incumbents’ hands and give it to the citizenry. 
Because of the lobbying efforts of MarchOnHarrisburg and other pro-democracy organizations, HB 722 
was the most co-sponsored bill this session in Pennsylvania. Unfortunately, both the Senate and the 
House directly contradicted the will of the people of Pennsylvania and gutted these grassroots-supported 
and fought for reforms, gutting the reform they were supposed to create. On Monday, June 25, the 
Pennsylvania State Legislature left for their summer vacation without ending gerrymandering. Governor 
Wolf needs to use his constitutional power to call the Legislature back to Harrisburg this week to vote on 
redistricting legislation. 
 
Advocates demanded that he call a special session and make legislators return to the Capitol to vote on a 
clean redistricting bill.  
 
After rolling out sleeping bags with the words, “WOLF CALL LEGISLATORS BACK NOW!” five activists 
died-in the office, refusing to leave until Wolf called session. Protests entered the office chanting, “The 
leaders are bought. The leaders are sold. The people want reform and the leaders went home.”  
 
During the camp-in, protestors took turns in a teach-in, discussing the ways in which corruption affects the 
lives of all of us, Pennsylvanians.  
 
Chief of staff Mike Brunelle eventually came in to the office and offered a private a meeting. Activists 
refused to meet with him unless it was a fully public, transparent meeting. Brunelle expressed that 
Governor Wolf is in full agreement with protestors, noting that Governor Wolf vetoed the maps in _, 
resulting in the redrawing of congressional district maps.  
 
“We are asking the Governor to take a bold step, to be a leader for Pennsylvania's, not with words, but 
with action,” said Xelba Gutierrez, “We want more agreement.”  
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“I'm representing Democracy Spring here because we're at a decisive point in the American story,”  said 
Renaldo Pearson, co-Mission Director, Democracy Spring, national money out of politics organization. 
“We won't be able to address the existential and common challenges that we face as a planet and nation, 
until we fix our democracy first. What March on Harrisburg is doing to counteract partisan gerrymandering 
here is a shining example of what needs to be duplicated in states across the country with pro-democracy 
initiatives. March on Harrisburg's work to balance the scales for democracy could not be more important.”  
 

### 
MarchOnHarrisburg, a group of nonpartisan activists, organizers, and volunteers, working to repair democracy in 
Pennsylvania by advocating for two pro-democracy, anti-corruption bills which would end gerrymandering and 
end legalized bribery.  Since January 2017, MarchOnHarrisburg has been advocating to end Pennsylvania 
corruption through two pieces of legislation that would end gerrymandering and end legalized bribery. In that time, 
MarchOnHarrisburg has met with 250 out of 253 Pennsylvania legislators and marched a total of 141 miles across 
the state through two political pilgrimages. Additionally, 42 activists have been arrested with MarchOnHarrisburg 
while demanding a vote on these two bills.  
 
Facts on Pennsylvania Corruption:  
Pennsylvania is one of ten states that does not have any gift limitations on public officials. 
Pennsylvania tied for fifth worst in the country on electoral integrity by the Electoral Integrity Project. 
Pennsylvania received an “F” grade in electoral  integrity by the State Integrity Investigation.  
 


